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Attached 1s B11l's memo on some of the substantive items discussed at the
latest workshop

\
B111 1s the attorney of record on matters invelving the Lead Mine Tailings
pi1le near Des lLoge, Missouri, and as such has compiled an extensive amount
of information on this pile As attorney of record, 1t was appropriate
for ham to attend this meeting and update his information on the current
status of activities at this site

I would suggest we discuss our concerns about the Deccmber 14 memo from
Karen Flourney to Robert Morby on the Covenant Not to Sue Apparently,
the Corps will be making some pitch for superfund money which Morby should
be made aware of I would certainly like to be made aware of their
anticipated dealings with the state on this matter prior to action

cc David R Tripp, w/attachments
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The workshop was held at the University of Mic ourr vt o a1 1y
MPuch 25 1982 1 h ve a copy of the program anl a chrovology of  tace
and federal governmental anvolvement preparcd by MDIR as 3 ) nduut

St Joe Minerals h1 tinished repaning the two big gulliec from dich th
magority of the tarlings were discharged o the 1977 washou In,t.ad or
t11ling the gullte  w#ith coavse tarlings s origmally segquined by the
'lovenani Not to Sue', the Cuvenant was amendeu, permittiag th w to uild
dam made of the coarse tarlings across the wouths of the qp A

requin d by the Covenant, St Joe built berm  wound the pirtuceers or hic
gullies to heep ratnfall on other parts of the pite from 4 tting n *h
gullies

Vhale this Teaves the gullies essentially unfilled with tailings the
state apparently beliwves the restoration 1s satisfactory  John Corte:
from St Joe ,a1d however, that they 'want the Tandfil! authority to nut
tires and any type of trush that will not causc probl ms into the gap

I asked vhat types of tiash 'might cause problems and he sard domestic
wastes causing leachdale 1nto the river It wac nol cleiwr whether hg
concern was for the lcachate only or Tor the lead which MDHR consultnt
vohn Novak's lanuary 1980 report suggests the leachate can .o completcly
mobilize

Bobby Wixson and Mord Gile, Rolla professors who consult for the yndu o,
acknowledged that foire really aJead n the edible £1 . .42 o1 Plo Biwir
fush, but you would have to eit two or three puunde af 1 1 day fur o liiy
tune Lo shww any clinical «troets (e note, hogdtbed oo o bad ot

e Dorember (L0 3 b Mok bap  that he had found Yeag an Pl
rbrancs of gyl shao and ocale o and an Y homte tan dotea b b
ed nedalde ty o) Cheas sehmidt of the Frohoand waildit s rvace
pointed oul ho ever that to be faw about the tuition e €

et sty ut that people have no otner dictary or otler Lurer o
toad 1o tnew olood (1 earlier had a ked te o 1 Departmnt 1 /o 1t
[y bonnctl At he had been ible to do the blood tovel  tund 01 Lie

t1 hermen in the Big River area thit he talked about ot the mectyng Tt
St dr nd he sard an )
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Chris Schmdl of the TWS Columbry Natienal T'1 hoarae Teseirch tab r oo ted
ur the studies he did fur the Corps of Engineer, on the gny rcan o1
the tarlings for the COt s moposed Piney Ford hes rvolr {1y 1 ftrean we tre
Big River  Schmide savd hys findings i refrospeee snould nov bon
obvious to hwm -- that the weathering ot the tailings has _ub tantislly
and significantly changed their chamical characteristice Schandt suays
the percentage of wnncral-bound lcad has dicreased and the cdarbonite

iron  and magncs um bound lead forms are now the predominant ones fhe ¢
forms make the lead much more ‘avarlable' in the cvent of g or redox
changes fhas ha wreat ymportance for the progo.ed rosprvoir . shere such
cugditions an the hypolimyion could cayse the lead to.go nto solufiad
(and dam pormally discharyge water taken from decp in the rosirvoir)

Mike Klosterman from the St louis District Corps of Engincers said that
in light of the Schindt findings they were rocomuending that the Pagey
Eurd Reservoar. plan be abandanad  They sayd, houeves  thot die  had
developcd o plapatacontarp the varyous tailings piles qn the ared, and
would s commend to tncar Divisyon office that ot be ymplen nied  The plan
will cost §£75 million ~- $20 mllion to tix up 17 bar1tc sites and §$5

m 1tion for 8 lead sites Including Desloge  Uork would tare boie 5
yedar s and result u containment of about 100/ of the tarlings during dry
weather and 90% of the tailings during wet weather  Klosterman said t
wist't clear that so doing would permit them to build the re, voir Inter
though

While 1t's good that the Corps has round somcthimg hinign ty do T w not
sure thear plan by boen cowpletely thought ont Larring o geolegi
t1t clysn, the tuiling  wen't going 1o wash mto th frc m trom cvan the
- loje 1te in vy L Quantities A magor prohler hoveover iy o
Trhorne tines  dhich have ¢ peciably Targe pereentige of potentiuid,
“warlable” lecad  hevegetation would help stop this probl wm (ore culm
shide showed 1 ret] dust cloud over the vraver) bhub 1l possible thit
decaying vegetation could create condition which would dissolve tic o
11lowing 1t o Teadh Lo the riven Larry Ceorqge of the Bricar of I hies
was loovang to tnat problom, bul he told Karen Flowne s an Jann y
that he may vun out of money before his study 1 done  (larry v at ti
mecting but didn't mal ¢ a presentation )

Thelorps! plan do not sicm to addiecs what looks to . me labo thy uo g
documented problem with the pile - the existence of 4 growing sanat 1y
Lindf1ll an ot The leachate from the Tandfill af 1t s similar to Lhe
orginic acid EDTA a. assumed by John Novak will - as Novak s tests sho -
dissolve and mobilize virtually ALl the lead 1w the taylings My ncte
show that the Missoury Department of Conservation's Dr Whitley told me
over lunch at thc meeting last year that Novak thinks the landfill 1s
'1000 times more dangeyous than Lhe tailings by themsclves ' The landii1]
operators, said Whitley, plan to keep using the pile until there's no more
room'
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Neither the pile nor the landfi1l has been Tisted as an uncontrolled site

or Superfund site I 1magine that 1f the Corp yoes after Superfund moncy
to wmplement 1ts plan a number of serious questions will be asked mayhe

by Congress, about the Covenant Not to Sue and LPA'S decision not to list

these sites (especially in view of the big deal we've made of Tar Creek)

I'm glad I'm an Indian




